
 

What we did in 1214 this week: 

Language Arts:   

In reading this week, we completed various activities centered on the story, Olive, the other Reindeer. Each day we read 
the story as a class then discussed the story with a different lens. One day the students had to answer comprehension 
questions, then the students had to identify how Olive helped Santa/ the cause and effect of different problems in the 
story. The students also learned about the importance of the author’s voice/ craft. As they listened to the story, they 
needed to pick out all of the sound words the author incorporated in the story to make it more interesting. 

-Phonics: tch and ch ending digraphs 

- With the winter season upon us, the students completed a writing activity this week focused around staying warm in 
the winter. The students had to write about various ways they stay warm when it is chilly outside. A steaming cup of hot 
chocolate loaded with marshmallows, a heavy jacket with a fluffy scarf and a warm fire were just some of the ideas 
the students generated. 

Math:  

The students worked on solving various word problems this week.  

- I can solve word problems with hidden information.  
- I can solve word problems with not enough information. 
- I can solve complex compare word problems.  
- I can solve 2-step word problems.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Social Studies:                                                                                                                                    
-A World of Many People was our focus in social studies this week. Culture, customs, Immigrants, traditions, diversity and 
language were just a few of the vocabulary words throughout our reading. These words helped the students understand 
the importance of diversity and how all cultures and traditions need to be respected.  

-Next week the students will be “traveling” on the Polar Express and began their journey around the world. We will be 
studying various holiday celebrations and traditions from different countries around the world.  Each day the students 
“travel” to a new county. For each county they will read and answer questions on that specific celebration. Our study of 
the different holidays will take us up to winter break. 

Shout out from Mrs. Sammarco: 

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving break and a bonus day on Monday with our first snow day. The students jumped right back into the swing of things on Tuesday and worked 
hard the rest of the week. We have a lot of fun things to do over the next three weeks! If you have not returned your students report card yet, please send it back as soon as 
possible. Thanks!  

Before break, a note and questionnaire about your family’s special holiday traditions was sent home. Please take time over the weekend to fill it out with your student if you have 
not done so already. This paper is a crucial part of a writing activity the students will be completing next week. We will begin working on the assignment on Monday, so I would 
appreciate it if you could send it back to school with your student on Monday.  

Have a great weekend!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Mrs. Sammarco 

On the horizon: 

December 11-               
Holiday Program @ 7:00 

December 21-          
Holiday Party 

December 24-January 4- 
Winter Break- No School 
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Class Meeting: 

Topic for this week:          
Self-management- (school-
wide initiative) what does it 
look like and how can we 
recognize our feelings, then 
respond appropriately.  

Goal:                                 
Transition quietly and quickly 
throughout the entire day.   

 


